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ROUND 1 OF 8 / MULTIPLE CHOICE

Christmas Around the World
Write one letter per question on your team answer sheet.

1. Bringing a decorated evergreen tree indoors at Christmas began as a custom
especially in which European country?

A  Egypt B  India C  Germany D  Brazil

2. Each year, which country gives London the large Christmas tree that stands in
Trafalgar Square?

A  Spain B  Norway C  Greece D  Canada

3. In the Netherlands, Sinterklaas gifts are traditionally given on the evening of which
date?

A  November 1 B  December 5 C  December 24 D  January 6

4. In Mexico, the nine nights of candlelit processions before Christmas are called what?
A  Carnaval B  Las Posadas C  La Tomatina D  Día de la Tierra

5. The giant straw Yule goat built each year in the city of Gävle is in which country?
A  Japan B  Chile C  Italy D  Sweden

6. In Italian folklore, which gift-bringing old woman, often pictured as a friendly witch,
visits on the night of January 5?

A  La Nonna Neve B  La Befana C  La Stella D  La Bella

7. In the Philippines, what is a parol?
A  A gift-wrapping paper B  A rice cake
C  A star-shaped Christmas lantern D  A carol contest

8. Christmas crackers, which snap when two people pull them apart, were first sold in
which country?

A  Russia B  Australia C  United Kingdom D  Argentina

9. In Icelandic folklore, how many Yule Lads visit in the days before Christmas?
A  3 B  7 C  13 D  24

10. On Saint Lucy's Day (December 13) in Sweden, the girl chosen as Lucia wears what
on her head?

A  A knitted ski cap B  A crown of candles C  A paper party hat D  A flower pot
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HOST ONLY / ANSWERS

Round 1 answers
Score 1 point per correct answer. The full pack has 7 more rounds, team answer sheets, a
scoreboard and tie-breakers.

1. C = Germany. The custom developed in Central Europe, particularly Germany and Livonia
(today Estonia and Latvia).
2. B = Norway. Oslo sends the tree as thanks for British support during World War II.
3. B = December 5. Sinterklaas evening, Saint Nicholas' Eve, is 5 December.
4. B = Las Posadas. Las Posadas runs from December 16 to December 24.
5. D = Sweden. The Gävle goat has been built in Sweden since 1966.
6. B = La Befana. Befana visits on the eve of Epiphany.
7. C = A star-shaped Christmas lantern. Parols are star-shaped lanterns hung at Christmas.
8. C = United Kingdom. London confectioner Tom Smith created them in the mid-1800s.
9. C = 13. Thirteen Yule Lads arrive one by one over the 13 nights before Christmas.
10. B = A crown of candles. She wears a white gown, a red sash and a crown or wreath of
candles.
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